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The Long Garden
A sense of light and space pervades  

Daniel Tyrrell’s silver medal-winning 

garden, which channels Nordic design in  

all its simplicity. Long narrow gardens – 

common in the inner city – can be difficult 

to work with, but by drawing the gaze 

upwards with ascending vertical frames, 

Tyrrell has increased the feeling of space.  

“I kept the architectural structures 

restrained to let the light come in and not 

take over from what the garden wants to 

be,” he says. “I wanted to emphasise the 

plants, to create atmosphere and add 

texture, movement and form. I’ve used lots 

of ornamental grasses with some splashes  

of blue, pink and white flowers, but nothing 

overpowering.” Scattered in the garden 

beds are balls of English box (Buxus 

sempervirens) to anchor the airy grasses. 

Echoing the living green balls are rustic 

timber balls that Tyrrell carved from logs 

using a chainsaw and belt sander. Although 

the layout is refreshingly simple, the 

19x2.5-metre deck offers a variety of  

uses and includes flexible spaces for 

entertaining, play and relaxation. This  

is a highly practical design that would  

work for families with young children,  

as well as those with pets, and anyone 

wanting a beautiful yet low-maintenance 

garden. By using deciduous trees, the 

garden will receive winter sun but still 

benefit from their tall framework, while  

the screening hedges are evergreen for  

year-round privacy.  >
Designed and constructed by Daniel 

Tyrrell Landscapes; 0416 016 446 or 

www.danieltyrrell.com.au.

DESIGNER

Daniel Tyrrell

Fact file
A row of Ginkgo biloba 

‘Princeton Upright’ 

(right) add height – their 

distinctive, fishtail-

shaped leaves turn 

butter-gold in autumn. 

They are underplanted 

with grasses such as 

Pennisetum and Poa 

labillardieri. On the left, 

Acer ‘Norwegian Sunset’ 

is a maple with excellent 

autumn colour. Blue bog 

sage (Salvia uliginosa) 

floats above mixed 

grasses including 

Liriope ‘Evergreen Giant’. 

Pink whirling butterflies 

(Gaura ‘Blush’) and 

Salvia ‘Mulberry Jam’ 

add colour in front of 

the screening hedge, 

Syzygium ‘Big Red’.  

The modular furniture, 

designed by Tyrrell,  

can be used in flexible 

combinations and was 

custom made by InForm 

Upholstery+Design. 

Fireplace by EcoSmart 

is fuelled by bioethanol.
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